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Dear regular guy,

You’ve likely never spent time dreaming of how you’ll propose to the woman you love.  But she 

has.  Repeatedly.  No matter how unique and different the wonderful woman you want to marry 

is, she’s been dreaming about being proposed to since she was a little girl.  For you, that’s both 

awesome and a little scary.  It’s awesome because in a very real sense, you’re about to make her 

dreams come true.  It’s scary because you don’t know a lot of things about that dream like the 

ring, the moment, or the place.  But that’s what this guide is about.  So just relax – and read on.

My name is Bob Woolsey.  I own a jewelry store, and I’ve helped thousands of guys and gals get 

married.  I’ve heard how hundreds of those guys have proposed.  I’ve known dozens of the couples 

for decades afterward.  And, I happen to know a lot of other independent jewelers who’ve seen 

the same sorts of things I have.  So what?  So that means I can probably help you, with just a little 

thought, time and effort, to create a proposal you’ll both remember well for a lifetime. 

When you’re done reading this guide, you’ll know:

   what you should spend on a ring, and know how to save money doing so

   the right place to shop for her ring - because where you buy her ring does matter

   more about how to propose, and when to start planning it 

   how to create a moment that you and your families will feel good about forever

   where to find someone cool you can trust to help you through the process
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Start early

Getting engaged on a whim can be exciting. You’ll probably know if doing things on the spur of the moment is the 

right course. If an unexpected pregnancy calls for quick action, or if it’s the second time around, then an impulsive, 

grab the moment strategy might be perfect. But for most couples, who’ve come together on a more standard tract, 

last minute action and lack of planning holds far more risks than rewards.

To my knowledge and experience, starting early and thoughtful planning produce the fairy tale, well-remembered 

proposal that couples look back on with love and appreciation far more consistently than “winging-it.” Think of it this 

way: when you carefully plan your proposal, you’re honoring her and her dreams.

This guide isn’t about telling you how and when to propose. You know your wife-to-be and her preferences far better 

than I, or anyone else, does. But think about it: would she and her family be honored if you asked her father for her 

hand in marriage? Would she be blown away by your courage if you asked her in front of a carefully gathered group 

of friends? Would the two of you be forever enriched if you took the time to capture the moment in photographs or 

on video? The answer to many of these questions is a resounding, “Yes!”

So in most cases, even if you only have a limited amount of time to plan, use all of it to think and plan to create the 

most magical proposal you possibly can. Don’t be a pretzel guy: don’t be the guy who buys her a pretzel at the mall 

and then hits a knee. At best, she’ll say “yes” and forever wish you had honored her with something more romantic. 

At worst, she’ll say “no.”

How you ask her matters. How much thought you put into your proposal matters. Take the time to make it 

something special. With a little time and perhaps a little help from a Certified Proposal Consultant, you’re gonna hit 

it out of the park.

step 1
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Figure Out HOw MucH tO invOlve Her

Relax. No matter what ring you choose, or how you propose, she’s probably going to say “yes” and be happy. But this 

guide isn’t about getting to OK. It’s about getting to WOW. It’s about creating the fairy tale. And a big part of that 

fairy tale is surprising her with your proposal, AND wowing her with a ring.

But you have to figure out how much you’d like or need to involve her in buying the right ring. On the one hand, you 

can judge her likes and dislikes by talking to friends and family, paying careful attention to her style preferences, and 

looking at things like her Facebook and Pinterest pages. Using just this information, you might be able to get her a 

ring she’ll like and completely surprise her with your proposal. If you think you can get a good read on exactly the 

type of ring your gal will love, then this could be the way to go. 

However, more women than ever appreciate being part of the process of choosing their own ring. Doing so will 

alleviate the risk of flunking and getting her a ring she doesn’t like at all. And the great part, you can still involve 

her in the ring buying process and still surprise her with a magical moment. Start the process early with a Certified 

Proposal Consultant so they can walk you through how to include her and still surprise her. They’ll show you how to 

start early and what to pay attention to. They’ll advise you to go shopping with her and how to gauge her likes and 

dislikes. They’ll tell you the questions to ask and what vital information, like her ring size, you’ll need to ascertain.

step 2
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step 3

cHOOSe tHe rigHt Place tO Buy tHe ring 

The Mall: You could buy her ring at the mall. Jewelry stores at the mall are easy to find and are open long hours. All 

those different jewelry stores in one place make it easy to comparison shop, at least between the mall stores. And – 

you can get some Chinese food and a pretzel while you’re shopping.

Mall stores, however, mostly carry the same styles that their buyers all order from the same catalogs. No matter what 

style of ring you choose, you can be sure that thousands of other women will be getting the same ring that year. 

That’s not to say you can’t find a beautiful ring that she’ll adore at the mall, but do know – it won’t be very unique. 

Many of the salespeople that work at mall jewelry stores are nice people. But they’re all working in a system designed 

to get the highest price and sell the most rings. Most independent jewelry stores want to make people feel good 

about how much money they spend on a ring. Most mall jewelers will pressure you to spend more.

And let’s face it: telling your fiancée that you got her ring at the mall just isn’t that romantic. But you already knew 

that, right?

Where you buy your ring matters.

On the other hand, there are national chain stores. While these places look outwardly different than mall stores, 

they’re essentially mall stores outside of the mall. Like mall stores, they have ring styles that tens of thousands of 

women will receive that year. They have high turnover, so you won’t be creating the type of relationship with a jeweler 

she’ll appreciate. And like a mall store, will almost always pressure you to spend more than you want to spend on your 

ring. Once again, you can likely find a ring she’ll treasure forever at these types of places, but you can do better and 

pay less doing it.

Where you live, there are likely at least a few good independent jewelry stores. I recommend you shop as many of 

them as you have time to visit. Some may be fancier and stuffier than others. Others will be more open and low key.  

I’m not you, so I can’t tell you exactly where to shop. But I can tell you that you’ll probably gravitate toward one or 

two of these independent stores that just “feel right” to you, where you’ll see truly unique jewelry, and get a solid 

education about rings and loose diamonds from nice, real people who seem to care about you and your proposal. 

These are the sorts of associates that stay at independent jewelry stores for years – people you and your future wife 

can get to know and trust.  And that’s where you should buy your ring – at a local, family owned, independent 

jewelry store. You’ll be well informed – not pressured – and you’ll be proud telling your fiancée you got her ring there.
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step 4

Buying a DiaMOnD Online? 

Online sites have vast inventories, great prices and are seemingly great places to buy a diamond. The web has a ton 

of useful information. Online stores eliminate the creepy or stuffy store issue. There certainly isn’t any pressure online. 

You can shop in your pajamas at 2 AM in the morning, for goodness sake.

But don’t buy a diamond online. I’ve bought thousands and thousands of diamonds, and I never ever know the true 

quality or value of a diamond until I see it in person. You don’t have to be an expert to know a great diamond and 

a great diamond value, but you do have to see it in person. That’s because diamonds with the same “credentials” 

can vary hugely in their actual appearance. So the likelihood of being bamboozled on one of the most meaningful 

purchases of your life is increased a hundredfold when you buy online.

Instead, research extensively online. Know your stuff. Print out diamond descriptions, their grades, cuts and qualities 

and bring all of that information into the independent jewelry stores to make sure you’re getting a good deal. You’ll 

save yourself the real possibility of getting screw doodled, a lot of wonder and worry, and you’ll be able to look your 

fiancée in the eye and proudly tell her where her diamond came from. Proposing well is about creating a magical 

story.  When you buy your diamond from a trusted advisor at a reputable independent jeweler, you’ll be able to 

tell her exactly what you saw in the diamond and why you thought it was perfect. That’s the kind of magic she’ll 

remember every time she looks at her diamond, and believe me – you’ll appreciate that in the years to come.

Remember – where you buy your diamond, and your ring – matters.
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Pay FOr yOur ring tHe rigHt way

You’re a good guy. You want to get her the best ring you can afford, even if that means stretching a bit or paying 

over time by financing. Then again, planning ahead so you can save can certainly make buying the right ring less 

painful. And in some circumstances, it can be OK to get help paying for the ring from her or her family. What’s 

important is buying your ring in a way that is best and healthiest for the two of you. In many cases, a Certified 

Proposal Consultant can be a big help in guiding you through buying the best ring you can afford, in the best way 

possible.

How much should you spend?

Guys should spend a little bit more than they’re comfortable with, but not so much as would put them into financial 

trouble. In all probability, she knows how much money you make. She likely knows, in your particular case, how much 

is being stingy and how much is going way overboard. In my experience, most gals feel just right when their men 

spend a touch more than is exactly comfortable. They do want to feel special. On the other hand, they don’t want to 

feel guilty or like their guy is a spendthrift.

As mentioned, local, family-owned, independent jewelers almost always want customers to love not only their ring, 

but their entire buying experience. So most would never try to sell you more ring than you can afford, or try to get 

you to finance your ring for years and years...because that just isn’t cool or right. You and the store you buy it from, 

should consider your ring as a short-term purchase, one that can be financed over no more than 12 months. If you 

can’t afford to finance your ring in a year, you probably shouldn’t buy it.

step 5
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let’S DO tHiS tHing!

I’m passionate about a few things in life. Your successful proposal has moved to the top of that list. I promise, you 

can and will knock her socks off and create a proposal that you’ll both remember well forever if you follow these 

simple steps for creating and delivering the perfect proposal:

STEP 1: Meet with a Certified Proposal Consultant (I can help you make that happen)

STEP 2: Work with them to create a plan

STEP 3: Follow the plan and have fun

STEP 4: Provide the perfect proposal for your fiancée

STEP 5: Sit back, relax, and enjoy the fact that you did better than 99% of all men who propose

BOB wOOlSey
Author, Propose Like a Man

Vice-President

Jones Bros. Jewelers

P.S. As a bonus for completing this Consumer Report, we’d love to personally help 

you. Our Certified Proposal Consultants will help you lay out your perfect proposal 

plan. When you do so, you’ll have a new understanding of how to make your 

proposal the best it can be. In addition, we’ll provide you with a free copy of my 

book, Propose Like A Man, and all the time necessary to give you the confidence to 

pull off the proposal of her dreams.
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Jones Bros. Jewelers

7705 N. Grand Prairie Drive

Peoria, IL. 61615

Jonesbros.com

309-692-3228

(call today to set up an appointment)
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